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18 RashiedAli 

The New York drummer launched into interstellar space with John Coltrane and lived to tell the tale. Now, a 
later generation of avant rockers are paying tribute to Ali’s talent for survival. By Howard Mandel 

24 Ruined Pianos 

Led by Australian Ross Bolleter, a secret society of scavenging pianists is engaged in a project to draw new 
life from the corpses of rotting and abandoned instruments. By Ed Baxter 
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Colin Newman, Bruce Gilbert Graham Lewis and Robert Grey are springing back for some high-profile live 


34 Richard H Kirk 

40 Invisible Jukebox: Bill Laswell 

The New York studio impresario tries to identify 'material' by Herbie Hancock, Funkadelic, Mati Klarwe 
William S Burroughs, Fela Kuti, John Coltrane and more. Tested by Peter Shapiro 
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44 Soundcheck March’s selected albums and singles, including new releases from Robert Ashley, Asian Dub 
Foundation, Derek Bailey & Susie Ibarra, Broadcast Tim Buckley, Mira Calix, Clicks + Cuts, Coil, Loren MazzaCane 
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MC5, Moondog, Mark Mothersbaugh, Conlon Nancarrow, The Necks, New York Art Quartet Will Oldham, Pan American, 
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David Toop's Rap Attack #3; Rapid Eye Movement revisited; plus a century of jazz on record and a bluffer’s guide to 
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Pauline Oliveros; La Monte Young and friends celebrate Richard Maxfield and Terry Jennings downtown; Magma, Ryoji 


5 Editor’s Idea 6 Letters 10 Global Ear Edwin Pouncey spends the millennium on Easter Island 

14 Bitstream News from music's outer limits 67 Charts 68 Label Directory 80 Out There 

March's selected festivals, happenings, live events, clubs and radio 88 Back Issues 89 Subscribe and get 
FREE CDs or FREE magazines 1 90 Epiphanies How Cheap Trick ruined Terre Thaemlitz’s life 
































WIRE 



editors 

idea 



The April issue of The Wire will be on sale on 

Tuesday 28 March 

The Wire on the Web: www.dfuse.com/the-wire 
Rare articles, online index, subs offers, audio files, plus hundreds of links 

The Wire newsgroup: www.onelist.com/subscribe.cgi/thewire 















letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, UK, 
or fax: +44 (0)207287 4767, ore-mail: the_mrs@ukonIine.co.uk. Please include 
a full name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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Ever fancied remixing a top DJ’s track? 
Here’s your chance . 

This is just one of the tools BT gives you at getoutthere.bt.com, 
a site dedicated to helping unsigned musicians fulfil their potential. 

Keep this guide and you can use it when you get to the site. 


getoutthere.bt.com BT/i 
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Single “Epilogue” out 
13 March 2000 

Album “Epilogue” out 
3 April 2000 
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Maybe you didn’t see Charles Mingqs \ 
in concert, but will \ ' 

make you think you did. . •> 
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Oazz joom, 

the ultimate jazz destination^ 



Best Of 

BRODSKY 

QUARTET 

featuring 

BJORK 

& ELVIS COSTELLO 
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In 1965, John Coltrane chose drummer Rashied Ali to accompany his journey into 
interstellar space. Today, a new ecstatic generation, including Nels Cline and Gregg 
Bendian, is chasing their cosmic trails. Wordsnftow^d Mandel. Photos: Melanie Grizzel 










































Ed Baxter lifts the lid on Ruined Piano Studies, a secret worldwide conspiracy to rescue 
in the deserts of Australia and Colorado 
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Joelle Leandre & Sebi 

Joelle Leandre & Giorgio 
Occhipinti 

Leimgruber/Crispell/ 

Leandre/Hauser 


Schweizer/Nicols/Lewis/ 

Leandre/Sommer 
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Are you in a band, a DJ, do you make any kind of music? 

With the tools BT gives you at getoutthere.bt.com, you can upload your 
tracks onto the net. They’ll be heard by thousands, reviewed by your peers 
and judged in competitions by industry names, including Seb Fontaine 
and the Freestylers - with prizes to further the most promising talent. 

getoufthere.bt.com 


BTj^ 


Give your music the chance it deserves. Get out there. 
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Reviewed by Rob Young 

Autopoieses Live A Noil ritorneli Werner and Mar<us Schmickler get stoopid 
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in brief hiphoj, 

Reviewed by Dave Tompkins 

Kid Koala Carpal Tunnel 
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Orang (Open Radio Archive Network 


a chance to publish audio material on the 

or Monika's Gudrun Gut The art section 

and radio works from Vienna's ORF. 
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Bash The Trash 

Ever wanted to put all that surplus 

immediately and contributed to their CDs 
Decade Of Debris and Pick Of The Utter. 

The Funnelphone, Pot Gong and Happy 
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Going live: festivals, concerts, 
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March’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts 
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Celebrating Pierre ^mw| 

trreBoulez 75thbirthday 
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NEW MUSIC NOW 

ON THE SOUTH BANK 
































































































Sell your top quality used 
CD's and LP*s via the mail. 
Simply fax, e-mail or call us 
with the titles you want to sell. 


Large volume bought and sold 




a silver mt. zion fly pan am 
do make say think sackville 
exhaust sofa 

godspeed you black emperor! 



















































































































Free CDs! Free magazines! 

Our March offer: take out your that subscription to The Wire and get a full set of Wire Tapper CDs 
or three extra issues plus The Wire Tapper 4 & 5 —FREE! 




WIRE 

























epiphanies 


Terre Thaemlitz’s heroes become zeroes after a mid-air 
collision with American nerds Cheap Trick 






The solo album from Mark Nelson, 
guitarist and vocalist with Labradford. 
See Pan American and Labradford 
live at All Tomorrow's Parties. 



Pan-American 

360 business / 


New Album Out Now 
CD / Double Heavy Vinyl 



WIRE 

All Wire and related back catalogue on Mute 
is available at the following price for a limited 
period only. 

£10 each 
or any 3 for £25 

Send order to Mute Bank 429 Harrow Road. 

London W10 4RE or call 24 hour credit card hotline 
+44 (0) 20 8964 0029 fax +44 (0) 20 8964 3722 or e-mail 
<mutebank@mutlibtech.com> 


Wire 

The Ideal Copy 

A Bell Is A Cup Until It Is Struck 

IBTABA 

Manscape 

The Drill 
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Document And Eye Witness 
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Dome 1 &2 
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Or So It Seems 
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Insiding 
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He Said 

Hail 

Take Care 

A.C. Marias 
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straight in at Nol 


peoplesound.com has gone straight in as the UK and Europe's 
No 1 Free Music Download site. 

With over 2,000 of the hottest new acts, peoplesound.com is 
the way to discover great new music on the internet. 

Once you have selected and heard music you like, you can 
download and own the complete tracks absolutely FREE. 

It’s easy and fun! 

Discover the best new music at. 

www.peoplesound.com 
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limited edition CD 


Simply go to 
www.peoplesound.com 

today and claim your FREE 
peoplesound special limited 
edition compilation CD*. 









